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& By theKing, 

Ames, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, de- 
tendour of the faith, ac. To all, to whom theſe pzeſents ſhall come greeting. Where | 
Alas. in, and by certaine Letters Patents, ſealed with Our great Seale of England» i 
A bearing date at Weſtminſter, the thirtieth day of Apzil, in the ſeuenteenth peere of, | | 
I. Our Reigne of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the two and fiftieth; It | 
A i3 mentioned, that fozaſmuch as wee were = to vnderſtand, that there was no 1 

| ſetled place, oz Office of Poſt maſter of this Kingdome ſoꝛ Foꝛraine parts, being out | 
ot Our Pominions, foz the perfozmance of Our Seruices in ſuch Fozratne parts, 

but that the Seruices of that kinde had beene a long time perfozmed by Our wel- 

beloued ſeruant, Matthew de Queſtor Eſquire, who had humbly petittoned Us, in re- 
ſpect of his many xeeres ſeruice, in ſending Packets in Foꝛraine parts, and ſoꝛ that | 
he had beene often occafioned to ſend ſpeciall Meſſengers beyond the Seas, in mat- | 
ters of moze impoꝛtance concerning Our Seruices ; foꝛ which purpoſe he had trat- 
ned vp one of his ſonnes, who had beene diuers times imployed therein, and was able and willing to doe Us ſerutce, 
to grant vnto them Dur Letters Patents, koꝛ the exerciſe of thoſe Our Seruices in Fozraine parts, out of Our 
Dominions: And foꝛ that Me had beene certified vnder the hands of many of the Loꝛds, and others ot Our Priuie | 
Councell, that in all the time the ſatd Matthew de Queſtor Had ſerued vs, be had diſcharged the truſt committed vnto 
him. with much fidelity, diſcretion and diligence, and had greatly aduanced Dur Seruice, by ſetling ſpeedie meanes 
of conueyance, and with much lelle charge then any other foꝛmerly did: wee were gracioufly pleaſed fo2 thoſe confi 
derations, to condeſcend bato his humble Petition: and Wee did therefoze by Our ſaid Letters Patents, of Dur 
ſpectail grace, certaine knowledge, and meere motion, will, oꝛdeine, conſtitute and appoint, that toz euer theres 
aſter, there ſhould bee one Office, oꝛ place which ſhould bee, and ſhould be called the Office of Poſt maſter of England, 
ko: Foꝛraine parts, beeing out of the Dominions of Us, Our Yetres, and Succeſſours ; Ind that the ſaid Office 
ſhould be foꝛ euer a ſole Office of it ſelfe,and not member, oꝛ part of, oꝛ belonging vnto anx other Office, oz place of 
Poſt-maſter whatſocucr, And that there (ſhould be loꝛ euer thereafter, one oꝛ moꝛe ſufficient perſon, oꝛ perſons, by 
As, Our Heires, and Succcſlours, from time to time to bee nominated, and appointed, which ſhould be, and ould 
be called the Poſtmaſter,oz Poltmaſters of tngland foꝛ Foꝛraine parts, being out of the Dominions ot Us, Our Heires 
and Succeſſoꝛs, vnto which perſon and perſons. ſo to be from time to time nominated and appointed, We did by the 
ſaid Letters Patents, foz As, Our Heires and Succeſſoꝛs.giue grant, limit, aſſigne and appoint tull and ſole libertte. 
power and authozitie, by himſelte, oꝛ themſelues, oꝛ his, oꝛ their Deputie, oꝛ Deputics, Scruant, 02 Dcruants., to 
haue the ſole and onely taking vp, ſending and conueping of all Packets and Letters, concerning the Seruice of Us, 
Our Yeires and Succeſſours, and of all other Packets and Letters, the carriage 02 conueying whereof, was oꝛ had 
beene accompted, deemed, oz taken to bee incident, 02 p2operly , oꝛ accuſtomably,belonging to any Poſt-maſter into 
the ſaid Foꝛraine parts, oꝛ any of them, and the ſole doing and crecuting of all other matters and tinngs, incident oꝛ 
belonging tothe Office oꝛ place of a Poſt-maſter, which thoul : any wayes concerne any Seruice 02 bulineſle to beg 
diſpatched into, oꝛ trom any the laid Fozraine parts in as large and ample manner as any other Poſt-maſter with- 
in Our Kealme of England, thentofoze had done, oꝛ might doe the like, foz, oꝛ within this Dur Realme of England, oz 
any Dur Domintons, and to haue the ſole nominating,appointing, and eſtabliſhing of Poſts a Curriers,necellary | 
and conuenient aſwel within this Our Kealine, as in any Ffoꝛraine parts, foz the conueping, expozting, and impog- | 
ting ſuch Letters and Packets, as afozeſaid : And Dur furt ger will and pleaſure was, and Wee did by the ſaid Let⸗ | 
ters Patents,fo2 Us, Dur Heires and Succeſſours grant.that it ſhould and might be lawfull foz,and We did there- 
by giue power and authoꝛitie, vnto the ſaid perſon and perſons, ſo to bee nominated and appointed as afozeſatd, by 
himſelfe, oz themſelues, oꝛ his, oꝛ their Deputie, oz Deputies, Deruant,oz Seruants, from time to time, to demand, 
aſke, receiue, and take foz the execution of the ſaid Office, and fo2 his, and their labour and paines to be taken there⸗ 
in, of the partie, oz parties which ſhould imploy htm, oꝛ them, oz any of them, to any the purpoſes afozeſatd, all, and 
the like ſumme, and ſummes of money, benefits. allowances, payments, rewards, rates, and emoluments reſpe- 
ctiuely, as then were, oz thentofoze had beene lawfully, oz vſually taken foz, oz in reſpect of the doing, 02 perfozming 
ol the ſame: And further we (foꝛ the conſiderations in the ſaid Letters Patents erpꝛeſſed) did thereby foz Us, Our 
Heires and Succeſſours. giue and grant, vnto the ſaid Matthew de Queſtor, and Matthew de Queſtor his ſonne, the 
afozeſaid Office oz place of Poſtmaſter of England foz Fozraine parts, being out of the Dominions of das Our Heires 
and Ducceſſours, and them the ſatd Matthew de Queſtor the father, and Marthew de Queſtor the ſonne. the firſt and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Poſtmaſter, and Poſtmatters of England foꝛ Foꝛraine parts, being out of the Dominions of Us, Our Heires and 
Succeſſours. to doe, execute and perfoꝛme, all and ſinguler things to the ſaid Office. in manner afozeſard belonging, 
02 appertaining, oꝛ by vertue of the ſaid Letters Patents. to bee done, executed, oꝛ pertoꝛmed: We did foꝛ Us, Our | 
Heires and Succeſſours, nominate, appoint, make, create,and oꝛdaine by the ſaid Letters Patents; To haue. hold, 
vſe, exerciſe, and enioy the ſaid Office of Poſtmaſter of England fox Foꝛraine parts, being out of the Domintons of 
Us, our Heires and Duccellours, with the appurtenances,together with the afozeſaid powers. pziutledges, autho ⸗ 
ritieg ſumme. and ſummes of money, benefits, allowances, payments, rewards, rates, and emoluments befo:e 
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mentioned, to the ſaid Matthew de Queſtor the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne, aſwell by themſelues, oꝛ ei⸗ 
ther of them, as by their, oꝛ either of their ſufficient Deputie, oꝛ Deputies, Seruant, oz Seruants, foz, and during 
the naturall liues of the ſaid Marthew de Queſtor the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne, and ſoꝛ, and during 
the naturall life of the longer liver of them; And therefoze We did by the ſald Letters Patents, fo: Us, Our Heires 
and Succeſſours, require and command the ſaid Matthew de Queſtor the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne, 


and the longer liuer of them, that he, and they ſhould from time to time,diligently attend, and intend the ſame Our 


Seruice, as by Our ſaid Letters Patents moꝛe at large appeareth. And whereas ſithence the making of Our laid 
Letters Patents, Our right truſtie à right welbeloued, Charles Lozd Stanhope of Harington, made complaint vnto 
Us, that the ſaid Grant made to the ſaid Matthew de Queſtor the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne did trench 
into the Office which the Lozd Stanhope holdeth foz Poſtmaſterſhip within Our Dominions, by vertue of Our 
Letters Patents made in the fit yeere of Dur Reigne of England, vnto lohn late Lozd Stanhope, father of the ſaid 
Charles Loꝛd Stanhope fo2 his like, # afterwards vnto the ſaid Charles, now Loꝛd Stanhope during his life, which 
complaint being by Us referred to Our right truſtie, and right welbeloued Couſin and Conſellour, William Earle 
of Pemb2okie, Lozd Chamberlaine of Our Youſhold,and to Our right truſtie and welbeloued Counſelloz,Sir George 
Caluert Knight, one of Our pꝛincipall Secretaries of State, and to Our truſtie and welbeloued, Sir Thomas Co- 
uentry Knight, Our Attozney Generall, Sir Robert Heath Knight, Our Sollicitoz Generall, nee haue receiued 
from them a Certificate vnder their handes, that the ſaid Lozd Stanhopes Grant, of the Office of Maſter of Our 
Poſts, did extend but to ſuch Seruices as were to be done in Our Realme of England, and other Our Dominions, 
and that Dur Grant to the ſaid Marrheiy de Queſtor the father, and the ſonne, did extend onely to Seruices to be done 
in Foꝛraine parts out of Our Dominions and that the ſaid Lozd Stanhope had not che wed them any thing mate 
riall to impeach that latter Grant, made vnto the ſaid Matthew de Queſtor the father, and the ſonne, but that both 
Grants might well ſtand together, being of diſtinct places, and that therekoꝛe the ſaid Lozd Stanhope, o2 any other 
deriuing any authoꝛitie from, oꝛ vnder him ought not to giue any interruption to the ſard Matthew de Queltor tn the 
erecution of his Seruice: And whereas we are credibly infozmed, that aſwell depending the ſaid Ueference, as of 
late, aud ſince the making of the ſaid Certificate vnto Us,the ſaid Loꝛd Stanhope,and ſome others pꝛetending to be 
authoꝛized vnder him, haue aſwell by ſetting vpof Bils, and Wꝛitings in publique places within Our Citte of Lon- 
don, às other wiſe, endeauoured to interrupt the execution of Our ſaid Grant, and Letters Patents, made to the 
ſaid Matthew de Queſtor the father, and his ſonne, in derogation of Tis, and to the hinderance, diſturbance, and diſtra⸗ 
ction of the Deruice to be executed in Foꝛraine parts, 

now ye, that we, to the end ſuch diſtractions, which by the meanes afozcſatd haue ariſen, oꝛ may hereafter ariſe, 
to the diſturbance of our Deruice, map bee quieted and pꝛeuented fo? the time to come, haue thought meet to ignis 
fie, and doe hereby ſignifte, publiſh and declare the pꝛemilles, to all to whom the ſame doe o2 ſhall in any wiſe ap- 
yertaine, and that Wee doe well appꝛoue and allow the Certificate, and opinion beſo:e mentioned; And therefoze 
it is Our will and pleaſure, that the ſaid Letters Patents, bearing date the ſaid thirtieth dap of Apzil, and all the 
Powers, P:uiledges, Seruices, and Authozities therein contained, oz thereby required to bee done, bee fron 
hencekooꝛth in all points, and to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes, effectually put in execution, by the ſatd 
Matthew de Queſtot the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne, 02 either of them, their, oꝛ either of their Depu⸗ 
tics, 02 Alltgnes, accozding to the true intent, 02 meaning of the ſame, without the let, inpediment, hinderance, im 
veachement, oz diſturbance of any perſon, oz perſons whatſocuer. and fo: the better eſfecting of this Our plea» 
ure, We doe by theſe p2eſents, fo: Us, Our Heires and Succellourg, pꝛohibit all and ünguler perſon, and perſons 
whatſoeuer, (other then the ſaid Matthew) de Queſtor the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne, and His, and 
their Deputies, Seruants, and Allignes,) directly, o2 indirectly, to doe, execute,perfozme, 02 intrude themſelues, 
to haue anyimployment, in, 02 about any thing, which (hall, oꝛ ought to bee done by them, the laid Matthew de Que- 
for the father, and Matthew de Queltor tie ſonne, oꝛ his, oꝛ their Deputies, Deruants, oz Allignes, without the De- 
putation, Licence, 02 Allowance, of them, oꝛ the longer litter of them, vpon paine of the indignatton and diſpleaſure 
of dig, Our Heires, and Ducellours, and vpon ſuch paines and penalties, as may bee inflicted vpon the offendozs, 
fo! contempt cf this Our Ropall Commandement: And Our will and pleaſure is, and we doe hereby, foꝛ Us, Our 
Detres,and Succeſſours, charge and command that the Lozd Chamberleine of Our Youſhold, the Loꝛd warden of 
Dur Cinque-PYo2ts. Our Decretariesof State, and all Wayozs, Sheriffes, Juſtices of Peace, Bayliffes, and all 
ipectall Commiſſioners, and all Searchers of Our Pozts, and all other the Officers, and Miniſters of Us, Our 
Heires, and Succellours whereſoeuer , in their ſeuerall Juriſotctions, Offices and places, not onely to be ayding 
and aſſiſting vnto the laid Marthe w de Queſtor the father, and Matthew de Queſtor the ſonne, their Seruants, Depu- 
ties, and Allignes and euery of them, in the execution of the ſame Letters Patents, and the ſeruice and buſineſſe 
thereby required, oꝛ appointed to bee done, oz perfozmed by them, but alſo to their vttermoſt powers, to repzeſle, 
ſtap, and hinder the pꝛoceedings of all Jntruders , and diſavowed perſons, which ſhall pzeſume to attempt, oz goe 
about directly, oz indirectly to doe, perfozme, oꝛ execute any matter oꝛ thing whatſoeuer , contrary to Our pleas 
ſure herein erpzeſled; Although erpzeſle mention of the true peerelp value, oꝛ certaintie of the pzemiſles, oꝛ any of 
them, oꝛ of any other Gifts. oz Grants by Us, oꝛ any of Our Pzogenitours, oꝛ Pzedeceſſours, tothe ſaid Matthew 
de Queſtor the father, and Matthe de Queſtor the ſonne, 02 either of them, befoꝛe this time made in theſe pzeſents 
is not made, 02 any Statute, Act, Ozdinance,Pzouiſion,P2oclamation, oz Reſtraint heretofoze had,made,o:dained, 
02 pzoulded, oꝛ any other thing, cauſe, oz matter whatſoeuer,to the contrary thereof in any wiſe not withſtanding. 
In witnelle whereof We haue cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. 

witneſſe Our ſelfe at Weſtminſter, the nineteenth day of December, in the one and twentieth peere of Our Reigne 

of England, France, and Ireland, ànd ot Scotland the ſeuen and fiſtieth. 


nov 
E or 45 God ſaue the King. 


Per Breu. de priuato ſigillo. 
Towe and ve 
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